Lesion of the common peroneal nerve during arthroscopy.
Arthroscopic knee surgery has been well accepted worldwide and has become an important part of orthopaedic surgery. The use of arthroscopy has reduced the duration of hospitalization, overall costs, and time required for the patient to return to sports activities or work. However, because of the closed nature of the procedure and proximity of neurovascular structures to instruments, substantial risk of injuries exists. Significant anatomic variability in the nerve course has not been reported in previous literature as a cause of a knee arthroscopy complication. We present a case of complete transection of an unusually located common peroneal nerve during a knee arthroscopy for lateral meniscal repair in a 22-year-old football player.